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	Event Name:	

	Are You Ready? Conference
“A Catalyst for Advancing Accessible Tourism”

	Date and Time:	

	Thursday, May 7, 2015
8:30am-5:30pm


	Location:

	Ryerson Athletic Centre
50 Carlton St, Toronto


	Organization Contacts:

	Naki Osutei, Director, Public Affairs and Social Legacy
Naki.Osutei@Toronto2015.org
416-957-2052


	
Event: 

	
Are You Ready? Challenge and Conference

Chaired by Naki Osutei, the TORONTO 2015 Accessibility Advisory Council (AAC) has been meeting since April 2013 to (see membership list below):

· Provide advice and direction to the Organizing Committee (i.e. website improvements, transportation planning etc.)
· Develop a legacy initiative 

Legacy Initiative

The AAC has developed the Are You Ready (AYR) 4 Step Inclusive Tourism Challenge, and runs from March to June 2015.

Building on the concept used in the TORONTO 2015 “Are You Ready?” video which follows para-athletes training for the Games, the AYR Challenge encourages businesses to ‘get ready’ to be great – inclusive – hosts to the world during the Games. 

Businesses will be challenged to make four simple and low-cost accessibility improvements (see below). Challenge participants will be recognized on the TORONTO 2015 Tourism portal, as well as the online portals of Tourism Toronto and Ontario Tourism.  

The Challenge supports TORONTO 2015’s diversity and inclusion objectives, builds a legacy of accessibility awareness and the groundwork for larger movements in the inclusive tourism space. 

The AAC aims to engage 100 businesses in the Challenge.
Businesses can participate in the following Challenge components:

· Visit the Rick Hansen Foundation’s Planat website to complete business self-assessment*
· Attend the AYR Conference and learn how to make low-cost, simple improvements to increase accessibility
· Take the challenge and make improvements as required*
· Amend Planat profile to reflect improvements*
· Post “Heart Parapan” sticker in business store window

*mandatory for Challenge participation

The associated AYR conference will provide the “why” and the “how”.  Businesses will be inspired by athletes and through the success stories of their peers as to why they should participate.  They will also be coached on how to make the improvements and will be provided with resources. 

The steps of the AYR Challenge are:

· Create a clear path of travel 
· Offering a “no-step” entrance 
· Demonstrate compliance to AODA Customer Service Standard 
· Provide accessible documents and communications (website, printed material etc.)

The AYR Conference is scheduled for Thursday, May 7, 2015 from 8:30am to 5:30pm at the Ryerson Athletic Centre.

Networking breakfast: 8 a.m. to 9 a.m.
Panel discussions and keynotes: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Building a Movement reception: 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

The conference will feature innovative business leaders and accessibility advocates, as well as real-life stories and para-athletes. There will also be a networking breakfast and reception.

Registration is free and can be obtained at: ayrconference.eventbrite.ca

Participants will:

• Learn how improved accessibility positively impacts their bottom line.
• Learn how businesses can be promoted on the TORONTO 2015 tourism portal.
• Connect with members of the TORONTO 2015 Pan Am/Parapan Am Games Organizing Committee, accessibility experts, athletes and other business leaders.
• Be part of the TORONTO 2015 Pan Am/Parapan Am Games legacy.



	Speakers:
	Business leaders, Accessibility experts, Athletes, Tourism leaders

	Audience: 
	100-150 Business leaders, Athletes, Coaches, Parents, Sport Organizers, Academics and interested members of the public. 


	
	

























TO2015 is grateful to the volunteer leadership of the Accessibility Advisory Council. 
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Alfred Spencer Director, Outreach and Strategic Initiatives Branch Accessibility Directorate of Ontario

Amy  Pothier Accessibility Specialist Quadrangle Architects Ltd.

Andrea  Rae Inquiries Generalist

Centre for Independent Living in Toronto 

(C.I.L.T.) Inc

Anne  Collinson Senior Program Advisor Accessibility Directorate of Ontario

Archie  Allison Director, Access and Awareness Variety Village

Brian Mclean Interim Executive Director Parasport Ontario

Cynthia  Berringer Para-athlete; advocate TO2015 Youth Advisory Council

Eric  Cartlidge Past Executive Director ParaSport Ontario

Erika  Schmutz Paralympian (Wheelchair Rugby) TO2015 Athlete Advisory Council

Gaetan  Tardif

President, Canadian Paralympic Committee;

Medical Program Director - Rehab & Post-Acute 

Care University Health Network

Herman Ellis Jr.

Scadding Court Community Centre - Centre of 

Excellence - People with Disabilities and Seniors

Jan  Richards Project Manager, Inclusive Design Research Centre OCAD University

Jenny  Blome Product Manager, Planat Rick Hansen Foundation

Jesse Klimitz Accessibility Specialist, Intern Architect Quadrangle Architects Ltd.

Jill  LeClair Professor Humber College

Joe  Henry Associate Dean of Student Success Sheridan College

Jutta Treviranus

Faculty, OCAD University; Director, Inclusive Design 

Research Centre OCAD University

Kathy  McLachlan  Manager, Strategic Initiatives Unit Accessibility Directorate of Ontario

Leo  Plue Executive Director Abilities Centre

Luke Anderson Founder Stop Gap

Marcia  Rioux

Professor, School Health Policy & Management 

(Graduate Programs CDS and Health Equity) York University

Michael Dawthorne

Program Manager for Ontario Interpreting Services 

and Communication Access Real-Time Captioning The Canadian Hearing Society


